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TREE GUARDS PROTECT SAPLINGS FROM WALLABY DAMAGE
BREEDING PAIR OF WHITE-FACED HERON
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OFF-STREAM WATERING POINT FOR LIVESTOCK

LOMANDRA (Lomandra hysterix)

THE WATERHOLE

James believes it's his responsibility as a landholder to look
after his livestock, enhance biodiversity and protect water
quality. He reckons the water in the river flowing past his
place today may well be drunk by someone living in Ballina
tomorrow!

Back in 2006, James decided he wanted to keep his stock
out of the river, so he created a rich riparian zone for wildlife
and to protect water quality. He joined forces with his two

neighbours and together they were successful in receiving
an Australian Government Envirofund grant to protect the
waterway.

LIVESTOCK EXCLUSION

Uncontrolled cattle access to stream banks affects river
health and drinking water quality by introducing pathogens
from stock faeces and carcasses, nutrients from stock
faeces and urine, and sediments from erosion and stream-
bank disturbance.

This causes increased risk of disease and toxic algal blooms,
harms aquatic life, clogs streams and burdens the drinking
water treatment process.

James's first step to protect the waterway from livestock

was to fence the entire length of the river frontage. Water
troughs were supplied and a dam was built to provide off-

stream watering points for his stock.

James says providing his stock with an alternative water
source and preventing access to the river has been
beneficial. There has been zero stock loss in times of flood,
it's created a fodder reserve that can be utilised in times of
drought and his stock are more healthy because they aren't
defecating in the water they drink!

RAINFOREST RESTORATION

The second step was to plant 1500 rainforest trees along
the river, creating a rich riparian zone. The riparian zone not
only provides a haven for wildlife but has created a buffer
between his farm activities and the river.

James admits that the rainforest regeneration hasn't been
without setbacks. He has had to deal with his fair share of
pests, weeds and floods.

In the early stages, some of his saplings were destroyed
by wallabies. Additional funding was provided by the NSW
Fisheries to protect a breeding pair of Eastern Freshwater
Cod discovered in the waterhole. This enabled James to
purchase tree guarding and replace over three hundred
damaged trees. This time he carefully selected species not
previously favoured by his wallabies.

All of the Camphor Laurel trees were also removed. The
purpose of this was to remove the seed source and prevent
resident birds from dropping the seeds in the riparian zone.

Crash grazing has helped to keep James's riparian zone
clear of long grass and given the saplings a chance to
establish. This, combined with ‘slash and burn” weed control
techniques, has enabled his trees to establish themselves.

Now the riparian zone is close to being a self-regulating
ecosystem. Standing by the riverbank the canopy above
is almost grown over and there is an understory of native
grasses and groundcovers.

OUTCOME

[t's a haven for nature and people. When James and his
family have visitors come and stay, they all camp in the
shade by the riverbank and enjoy the abundant wildlife as
the river flows quietly by.

The grants James received to undertake the work certainly
got the ball rolling, but it has been a labour of love and the
in-kind contribution from James and his family that has been
the significant factor. To achieve what James has created,
takes careful planning, time, money and effort.

James's hard work and dedication to the environment has
helped his livestock, protected the health of our waterways
and drinking water supply, as well as created a haven for
wildlife and people.
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